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BARIATRIC SURGERY 

507. Mr R.H. Cook to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the waitlist times for bariatric surgery and ask: 

(a) how many people on the waitlist for bariatric surgery, at the time the guidelines were changed, were 
over 55 years of age; and 

(b) what was the average wait time per quarter, from January 2010 to now, for people waiting to have a 
pre-surgical assessment appointment before bariatric surgery? 

Dr K.D. Hames replied: 
(a) There were 34 people over 55 years of age on the waitlist for bariatric surgery, at the time the 

guidelines for bariatric surgery were changed. 

(b) The following table presents the median waiting time for all patients who were referred to a clinic with 
a specialty of bariatric. See notes following the table about the use of median as a measure of waiting 
time. 

Appointment Calendar Year  Quarter  Median in Days  
2010  Jan–Mar Apr–Jun Jul–Sep Oct–Dec  496 560 615 467  
2011  Jan–Mar Apr–Jun Jul–Sep Oct–Dec  707 777 690 825  
2012  Jan–Mar Apr–Jun Jul–Sep Oct–Dec  295 1273 172 128  
2013  Jan–Mar Apr–Jun*  273 1377  

Data Source: Non Admitted Patient Activity and Wait List (NAPAAWL) Data Collection. 

Note: * means incomplete June 2013 data. 
Notes: 
1. Waiting Time is defined as the period from referral received date to date of first appointment. 
2. Median is reported rather than mean as it is the standard measure used in reporting of waiting times 
and it removes the effect of outlier cases. 
3. Not all patients who had a first appointment at a clinic with a specialty of bariatric are necessarily 
added to the elective surgery waiting list. 
4. The patients identified for the calculation of the median are only those who attended the so-described 
Bariatric Clinics. 
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